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Safeguarding data Protection in an Open 
data World (SPOW)

• A new legal construct (a balancing model) 
that supports the benefits and protects the 
interests of open data and data protection
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Open data

1. Data Must Be Complete
2. Data Must Be Primary
3. Data Must Be Timely
4. Data Must Be Accessible
5. Data Must Be Machine processable
6. Access Must Be Non-Discriminatory
7. Data Formats Must Be Non-Proprietary
8. Data Must Be License-free
9. Compliance must be reviewable
10. The work shall be available as a whole and at no 
more than a reasonable reproduction cost

http://opengovernmentdata.org & http://opendefinition.org/okd

http://opengovernmentdata.org&/
http://opendefinition.org/okd
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Or simply

• Data without any restrictions in the (re-)use
and provided for free



6

EU Digital Agenda

• Open data, unless personal data!
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Data protection in the EU

• Data Protection Directive (EC/95/46) 
provides the conditions for processing 
personal data (now: General Data Protection 
Regulation)

If Directive applies then:
• Personal data should be collected for 

specified, explicit and legitimate purposes and 
not further processed in a way incompatible 
with those purposes. 
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Safeguarding data Protection in an Open 
data World (SPOW)

“How can the interests of the right to data 
protection be balanced with the interests of 
open data into a legal construct [..]?”
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